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Educational Client References

MR. JAMES ESTEP .....ccciumimimmmieranmiasanaass SUPERINTENDENT
FORMERLY, MT. UNION AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT (814) 542-8631
B Feasibility STUAIES......c.cooiiiiiiii 2004-2005 & 2007
District Administration Office Addition ...........ccccevvveiiiieniieneeeneen 2010
Renovations/Additions to Jr/Sr High School (inc. Geothermal)........ 2011
Renovation of Jr/Sr High Auditorium ..........cccceeivieiiencnieneeneeee, 2012

CURRENTLY, MIFFLIN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT (717) 248-0148

B District-Wide Feasibility StUdY .........cccceiiiiiiiiiiiece 2010
Capital Projects ........ccoiiiiieiiieiec e 2011
MR. RICHARD FRY .....ccciciiiiiierienesesaesnnnans SUPERINTENDENT
BIG SPRING SCHOOL DISTRICT (717) 776-2000
B Feasibility Studies...........cccooveviiieiiiii 1997, 2003, 2005 & 2008
Miscellaneous Capital Projects..........cccceeeriineiiiciinicneeseeiee Ongoing
Renovations/Additions to Big Spring MS (inc. Geothermal).............. 2005
New District Administration OffiCe .........cccceveriiiiiiiienieeseereee, 2005
Community Fitness Center ...........cccoiiieiiiiii e 2005
Renovations/Additions to Mount Rock Elementary School .............. 2007
Renovations/Additions to Newville Elementary ...........ccccoceeninnnneen. 2010
New Plainfield Elementary (LEED™SIIVer) ......cccoceiviiiiieniciieeen, 2013
MR. PAUL KADRI.....ccovcrimiernesnesisisnnsnasnnnnns SUPERINTENDENT
FORMERLY, NESHAMINY SCHOOL DISTRICT (215) 809-6000
B District-Wide Feasibility Study ..........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiii, 2007 & 2009
CURRENTLY, GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS (860) 572-2100
B District-Wide Feasibility Study .........ccccoviriiiiiiieiceeeeeee, 2010, ongoing
DR. KATHLEEN KELLEY ......cccvieiimmimrmrnranans SUPERINTENDENT
WILLIAMSPORT AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT (570) 327-5500
B Feasibility Studies...........ccccceveveiiniinnne 1989, 1997, 2003, 2006, 2008 & 2009
B Roosevelt Middle School Facility Study.........cccceceiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee, 2010
New Jackson Elementary SChool...........cccoceniiniiiiiiiiiceeeee, 1998
New Vocational Wing (High School Addition)................. 1998-1999, 2000
Cochran Elementary School Additions & Alterations..... 1998-1999, 2001
Woodward Alternative School Roof Replacement ...........ccccccccveeenes 2004
Cochran Elementary Basement & Exterior Waterproofing................ 2004
Lycoming Valley Middle School Renovations .............ccccceveeenienennen. 2006
Hepburn-Lycoming Elementary School Renovations.............. 2003-2006
New District Service Center .........ccocveveiieeiiiesee e 2010
Round Hills Elementary School Roof Replacement......................... 2010
Curtin Middle School Rood Replacement...........ccccevvvveeiiiiieccinenn. 2011
New Roosevelt Middle SChool............cccoviiiiniiiciiceeee, 2012



Mifflin County School District

MirrLIN County ScHooL DisTriCT
201 Eighth Street - Highland Park
TELEPHONE (717) 248-0148 Lewistown, Pennsylvania 17044 FAX (717) 248-5345

James A. Estep, Superintendent
Edward R. Curry, Assistant Superintendent Tracey M. Jones, Director of Special Education
Vance S. Varner, Director of Middle Level Education Sean A. Daubert, Chief Financial Officer

May 23, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

I have been asked to write a letter for Vern McKissick, Principal Architect of McKissick
Associates, and I'm very pleased to do so. The Mifflin County School District has been working
with Vern since August of 2010 as he collaborated with the district and our community to
complete a feasibility study to address school program needs and physical plant needs against a
backdrop of declining student enrollment. Although this process is always a big deal in the life of
a rural public school system, political, economic and social events/trends that have oceurred this
year have really driven the significance of the study to an entirely new level. With that said, we
have found McKissick Associates’ assistance indispensable, as he has helped us lay out a plan to
close five school buildings, merge the two county high schools, and reconfigure the remaining
buildings into primary, intermediate elementary, middle school, junior high and county wide high
school (K-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-12).

Vern’s comprehensive understanding of the feasibility process, along with his capacity to provide
a district-wide GIS study has enabled us to completely redraw attendance lines in order to garner
greater equity in elementary class sizes, a problem that the district has perpetually struggled with
under the former elementary school configuration. Because we were facing an approximate $6.5
million budget deficit, he was able to compress the entire feasibility process into six months. At
this time, our conservative estimate is that the new configuration will save the district in the
neighborhood of $4 million in its first year of implementation. These closures and consolidation
of buildings alone have allowed us to reduce faculty, administrative and support staff by
approximately 90 positions, representing the lion’s share of savings,

What most impressed our board during the study was Vern’s ability to articulate the need for such
large-scale change to our community. Not only did he do excellent work standing and delivering
information to large, anxious crowds in our high school auditoriums, but also in providing all
options for review and inspection on our district website so that any community member who
couldn’t make the public meetings would have an opportunity to review the information by simply
clicking on a link. Further, Vern allowed all of his presentations to be both live-streamed and
taped so that they could be viewed on the local public TV stations as well as on the district
website. It’s difficult for school boards to face the opposition often associated with school
closures; I sincerely believe that McKissick Associates’ willingness to do repeat presentations,
along with the constant sharing of presentation data with the public and local media made it
possible for the board to come together and overwhelmingly support the final option.

Educate each student to meet life’s challenges.
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May 23, 2011
Vern McKissick Letter of Recommendation

This is my second feasibility study experience working with Vern McKissick, and based on my
dealings with his firm thus far, it won’t likely be the last time we work together. Not only have 1
been impressed with his comprehensive understanding of the PlanCon process and his ability to
get the PA Department of Education to work with him to maximize reimbursement for
construction work, but I've also been amazed at the breadth of the body of his work. I have
witnessed firsthand that he has not only demonstrated comprehensive design knowledge to build
something brand new, but also understands what it takes to resurrect something that others may
have looked for any excuse to demolish. This appreciation for community landmarks and
structures is what I believe sets Vern apart from other architectural firms I’ve worked with. 1 have
found Vern McKissick to have a keen understanding of the need to marry forward thinking with
local culture and history; more than any other quality, this one is what makes me give you my
strongest recommendation (o consider McKissick Associates as a viable firm to perform facilities
work in your district.

If you have further need of clarification, you may reach me at 717-248-0148 or via email at

jacl3@mesdk12.org.

Very Truly Yours,

s

James A. Estep
Superintendent

Educate each student to meet life’s challenges.




Groton Public Schools

GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Groton, Connecticut
Administration Offices

1300 Flanders Road » P.O. Box K, Groton, Connecticut 06340 » (860)572-2100 « FAX (860)572-2107

May 20, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my pleasure to offer my recommendation on behalf of the McKissick Group regarding architectural
services, and in particular developing strategic planning documents. On two occasions in two separate
districts, | hired the McKissick Group to conduct a thorough analysis of existing facilities and to help
formulate potential options for the future. Obviously the quality of work the McKissick Group did in the
first district, Neshaminy School District in Langhorne, PA, was excellent. Their work in the second
district, Groton, CT, was equally of high quality.

What makes the McKissick Group outstanding is their blend of architectural experience with the use of
advanced technologies. In particular, the McKissick Group created a GIS overlay of our students to be
able to easily calculate the ethnic, economic, and transportation impact of building locations. The
group's detailed, up-front analysis resulted in clear cost estimations that allowed for easy analysis of the
cost benefits related to upgrading, renovating to new, and new construction. The group also was able
to take operational and staffing data and assist in making staffing forecasts, which also contributed to
the financial aspects of various options.

The McKissick Group has an extensive background in dealing with new facilities and renovations of
historic buildings. Their history in education is extensive and during our initial review we found their
references to refer to outstanding work which aligned with our experience. An intangible benefit which
has great value is Mr. McKissick’s willingness and ability to assist in the facilitation of a referendum or
meetings designed to clearly explain options and consequences of different actions. He was available by
phone 24 hours a day and the company’s turn-around time was very short for getting important
information to the district.

In his most recent assignment he was asked to follow work that was considered sub-par by another
architect. The time frame was short and the environment was sensitive. Mr. McKissick took
extraordinary efforts to not only meet our requirements, but he did so in an exceptional way. | have no
hesitation in continuing to work with the McKissick Group and recommending them to anyone who
inquires.

If | can answer any other questions please feel free to contact me at 860-572-2141, or via email at
pkadri@groton.k12.ct.us.

Sincergly, A \
L
a

ul J. Kadri
Superintendent of Schools
Groton Public Schools
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Williamsport Area School District
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ymsport Area School District
2780 West Fourth Street Williamsport, PA 17701
(570) 327-5500 - www.wasd.org

A

May 23, 2011

Re: Letter of Reference
To Whom It May Concern:

Mr. Vern McKissick has been affiliated with the Williamsport Area School District either as an
architect for Hayes Large or representing his own firm, McKissick Associates, PC since 1988
completing several renovation projects. I have known and worked with him for five years in my
capacity as superintendent in the district.

In 2008, we completed a feasibility study for all facilities in the district. One building that we
intend to renovate is the Roosevelt Middle School, which was built in 1951. This project will be
approximately a forty million dollar project. Following that project we will embark on a 40-50
million dollar project at our Senior High School. Currently, we are completing a District Service
Center project which is located at one end of the Roosevelt Middle School, which will be
renovated beginning in September 2011.

Mr. McKissick and his staff have worked closely with our district staff to develop plans for
various building projects that reflect vision and energy efficient features and at the same time
reflect the district’s financial condition.

In addition, Mr. McKissick possesses the personal attributes of honesty and integrity—two
necessary attributes when taxpayer dollars are involved. Therefore, I recommend McKissick
Associates, PC as a firm that you should consider for future construction and renovation projects.

If you have any questions or want more specific information, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,

Kathleen R. Kelley, Ph.D.

Superintendent
Kathleen R. Kelley, Ph.D. Don C. Adams, Ph.D. Jeffrey L. Richards Debbra J. Savage, Esq. David C. Wright
Superintendent Assistant Superintendent Business Administrator Director-Human Resources Director-Student Services




Haverford Township School District

] THE Sc1100L DISTRICT OF HAVERFORD TOWNSHIP
4 OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
1801 Darby Road, Havertown, PA 19083
November 15, 2008
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This letter Is In rederence fo Mr. Vern Mokissick of Mckissick Assoclates who has been our
architect on our Chestnutwold Elemerntary School project {new school on small site] and our
nexi elementary schoal project, Manca Elementary School. Vern has developed attractive,
practical and economic designs that we had essentially challenged him to create in light of

snace limifations and our need to preserve recreational snace in a land-lockad school

P NEUWIIG G Ul IO A R ST Vo TR pavo VATV T

dlstrlcvtownshtp As a school dsmst that has a reputaﬁﬂn for quality schools at a
reasonable competitive cost, Vern has addressed our need for instructional and common
support space with flexible solutions. He is cveafive and responsive fo our identified
educational needs and at every firm has aflempled (o meet hose needs with creative and
cost effeclive solutions. His knowledge of PlanCon, school experience and ability to work
with a myriad of professionals shows intellect and resilience. We have engaged Vem in two
major projects and will invite him o develop proposals for a thid. We are confident in his
abilities and recommend his firm fo you without reservation.

Please do nel hesitate fo confact m if you have any questions.

Telephone (610) 853-59G0, Ext. 3530 * Fax (61) TE3-5379 * E-mail: keilhanghighavsd net

05/24/11



Neshaminy School District

Jamuary 10, 2008

317 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Your firm was contracted 1o perform a District Wide Facilities Study for the
Neshammy School Diswrict on February 8, 2007. During the months since thar dare, I have
bad the pleasure of working with yon and the members of your firm. “To be honest, it could
not ]:lm been a more positive expedience. The quality of the study has been “second to

none”

We chose your firn over many others because we were impressed with your
presentation and innial proposal. 'We have never second guessed that decision for a
mimute. Frankly, our interaction with you and your staff has been owstanding, and your
work second to none. The presentations made to the Board of School Directors, and w0
our Community, have been first-rare.

The written reports, graphics, and conclusions are clear, concise, m-depth, and
complete with superior supporting documentation. Your use of “easy to understand
graphics” is exceptional and has greatly assisted the Board and the Community with an
understanding of complex issues.

Insmnmaxygweamkimtbcmpkmedwﬁhymuamundmgmﬂ:andwhok
forward to commuing our relationship in the furure when such needs anse.

MK esich A e PC:
esimedng Dt Qe — 2 P5-E00-6000
Bheraliy High 15 SRS » Msphs Pre Mk 2¥-G08 G283 = Mskworing Licke 2153006700 = Pogessing Mt 2954780400 Dl e Bonp S 2 05800 6200
P Bl Elewm, 250004600 = Barmus] i Een. 275 800555 » Oiivar Elmn. 21 Elem. 2 5-AIGERT » Lower Gxxiharpion Blem 2580368

Wisker kxS, 215 BNSGIE0 ». s Holabx i, ZI5S0DMEM0 » Aot Sz Sl 215500600 » Tawsain Lesming Do 216 5026090
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Mount Union Area School District

28 West Market Street
Mount Uinion, Pemnsylvania 17066

January 2008
To Whom It May Concern:

1 have been asked to write a leticr of recommendation for Vem McKissick,
Principal Architect, McKissick Associates, and § am very happy to do so. The
Mount Union Area School District has been working with Vem McKissick and his
team since the end of 2005. During that time, AMdcKissick Associates has invested
literally humireds of man bours in the development of a feasibility siudy to help us
best determine a plan to address district-wide school program and physical plamt
needs.

When Vern's firm agreed to do the feasibility study for the District, they
did so for a miniscule fee of $3,500. People ofien say “You get what you pay for.”
In this case, we know we have received far more than we have given. Vem has
made himself available to me as District Superintendent every time we have
confacted him. He has made mumerous trips to our District to meet with me, the
School Board, and other critical siake holders, probahly expending as much
money in gas and long distance phone charges as he has actuslly received for two
years of feasibility study work. This level of commitment demonstrates the
importance that McKissick Associates place on cultivating a relationship with the
community.

Our sense of Ve is that he has acted with integrity, exhibited loyalty to
the Mount Union Area School District and that he demonstrates a true
understanding of the Plan-Con process, the means to maximize project
reimbursement and the inner workings of PDE"s office of Division of School
Facilities. Veamn’s understanding of PDE was best exemplified for me when he
successfully essisted our Disirict in securing a variance to begin renovations at our
High School before the end of the 20-year window allowing reimbursable

Although there is clear evidence that Vern's firm has extensive experience
building brand new facilities, I sense that he has a particalar passion for restoring
older buildings. 1 believe he sees the intangible value of the “old community
school building™ in the minds of the people in rural communities like ours. Ihawe
found Vem to have a keen understanding of the need to mamry forward thinking
with local, cultural history; more than any other guality this one is what makes me
give you my strongest recommendation to consider McKissick Associates as a
viable finm to perform facilities work in your district,

If you have further need of clarification, you can reach me at 814-542-8631
or via c-mail af jestepfimuasd.org.
Sincerely,
Superintendent

05/24/11



Hazleton Area School District

Hazleton Area School District
Oifice of the Secretary / Business Manager
1515 West 28nd Street
Hazieton, PA 18202
Anthany Ryba Ardhony Meran, Assisiant E4.3107
SacrataryiBusiness Marager Fiobert Krizansky, Assistant Ext. 3128
(570} 455-3111 Ext. 3106
June 23, 2004
Aitn. Supcrintendent of Schools:

On behalf of the Hazleton Aren School Distriet, it is my pleasure to recommend McKissick &
Associates to be your Architect,

The Hazleton Area School District became involved with the fiem initially by having them
pexform a feasibility stady for the District. Later the Baard awarded McKissick Associates
the contract for the 2004 Building Project the District is currently pursuing totaling over
$30,000,000. Iam very pleased with the work that Mr, McKissick and his steff have been
doing for the Hazleton Area School District. It is without reservation that I highly
recommend McKissick Associates o yott.

Should more information be required, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 570-459-3111.

Sincerely,
Frank Vicior Anthony
Superintendent of Schools Scerctary / Business Manager

05/24/11




Wellsboro Area School District

District Administration Office
2 Charles Street
Welisharn, P4 16901
570) 724-4424
FAX: (570) 724-5103

Dr. Daone L. Meiiler, Superintzndent
Kimberly VanGionder, Business Manager Dawiel Krick, Middie School Primcipal
Paxrick Hessite, High Scheol Principal Wesley Keratowl, Hementary Principal

Vern L. McKissick, ALA
Mciissick Assoclates

317 North Front Sireet
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Vern:

On behall of the Wellsborp Area School District, thank you for participating in the

Dedication Ceremony for our new high school. Your review of the school's unigue
features was Informative and Interesting. Your comments were much appreciated
and fit nicely into a program designed to bath celebrate the completion and inform
the public about our successful praject.

Our successful partnership has spanned nearly seven years and two major
construction projects totaling over $30,000,000. McKissick Associates, and you
personally, have been a pleasure to work with. [ am in awe of your creative design
elements in both our Charlotie Lappla Bementary Schoof and the new Wellsboro
Area High School. Mo “cookie cutter” designs for us! Both of these schools are focal
points and a source of grest pride for Wellsboro and surrounding communities.

As a “rookie” Superintendent in April 1999 when we started our long jowmney,
appreciated working with an architect who held a comfort level with the PlanCon
procass and who was so responsive to our every question and idea. Your knowledge
and experience with school consiruction, especially "green buildings,” and your
commiiment to creative design solutions are, I believe, the source of your success.
You also worked very well with our School Board Members and administration
through years of planning and through several politically challenging situations. We
are indebted to you and McKissick Assodates for your leading role in providing our
community and young people fadilities that will improve and enhance their
educational opportunities.

In a few short weeks, I wifl be retiring as Superintendent and our parinership will
end. I want you to know that I will always hoki you in high regard and value our
professional relationship.

Best wishes for much success as you continue your work in our District. T look
forward to congratulating you during the dedication of the auditorium!

Sincerely,

Onp ot Pearles
Donna L. Mettler, Ed.D.
Superintendent

“The Wellshoro Area School District Is an Equal Opportunity Eraployer
and is in compliance with Tide VI and Title DL°
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Scranton School District

Scranton School District

428 Morth Washngton Avenue
Scranton, Penneyivania 18509

PHOMNE: (570) 346-3465

FAX: (B7() 348-3563

E-MAIL: mickasharidanByehoo.com
WEB-5ITE www.ecred.ong

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

past eighteen months. They carefully studied all of onr eighteen schools and developad
gxbensive plans for their renovations and possible construction of & new clementury
school, They costed out their plans and were sble to formmlate costs based on the needs
of vasioms sections of the city.

MeKissick made many visits o the city and appeared at several Board of Education

meetings. They were very well prepared and respected by public officials,
administrators, parents and the local media.

I can highly recommend McKissick Associates to anyone needing a well designed in
depth snalysis of their facilities.

Sincerely,

Michael M. Sheridan
Chief Executive Officer
SCRANTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MMS/ml
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